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(WAF)

News from the UK

The All Breeds All Britain National calf show provided the largest display of Ayrshires 
shown all year. Not only numerous exhibits but arguably the highest standard we have 
ever seen. Interestingly enough was that these calves were not just special to look at but 
were daughters of many of the breeds top cow families. Willie Templeton from the Syke 
herd was the judge for the day and he found his champion in the January born 
Smartmove Calimero Ruby ET,  a result of an embryo purchased from Lashburn Ayrshires 
in Canada out of Lashburn Ruby EX92. Reserve was Rosehill Real Velour, a Reality 
daughter out of the great Rosehill Black Velour EX96 6E.

It has been our privilege and pleasure to host several international visitors this year. Becky 
Payne and her sister Shelly, and Doug and Jane Murray from the USA visited our All 
Breeds dairy show followed by farm visits in September. Then more recently a group of 
12 breeders from Finland came to the Agriscot Show followed by herd visits in Northern 
Ireland.

At our recent council meeting it was agreed to adopt a change in the type merit formula 
within our breed with more emphasis being given to the traits of body strength, longev-
ity, mobility and herd health. From this change we will expect to see a change in the type 
table ranking with more realistic results of what is really happening on farm!
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Hunnington Fragrance 55

Smartmove Calimero Ruby Rosehill Real Velour

Haresfoot_Maple_Bella

The year started with the complete dispersal sale of the world renowned Haresfoot herd 
of Ayrshire’s, the property of Duncan and Sarah Hunter from Hertfordshire. It certainly 
had an international flavour as five lots were sold to five different countries including 
Canada, USA, Finland, New Zealand and Northern Ireland. Top price of the day was 
£9450($14916 US) for the 4 month old Haresfoot Maple Bella a daughter of the great 
Bella 6 EX95 7E who herself sold to Mapleburn Farm ( Canada), and sired by the 
Canadian sire Mapleburn Remington. Previous sale averages were smashed with an 
average of £3665 ($5783US) dollars for the milking stock and £3127 ($4933US) for the 
total sold.

It was another sad day for the breed when John Tomlinson sold his Acton herd later in 
the year, and again Ayrshires were in huge demand with a very impressive £2414 ( 
$3808US  ) average for all lots sold and a top price of £9450($14916US) for the EX 92 
Acton Saltire Peggy selling to P &S Williams for their Willhome herd.

Shows were again well supported in the UK by Ayrshire breeders. Possibly one of the 
most successful exhibits this year was the beautiful heifer Hunnington Fragrance 55 
VG87 2yr from the Hunnington herd of Chris and Lisa Window. With no less than 4 
junior championships, including 2 of them being supreme Interbreed junior champion-
ships, and sired by the up and coming sire Castern Tornado she certainly is not a one off, 
as she comes from a family backed with 4 generations of Excellent.
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News from Sweden
National Show 2011 Elmia Agriculture Livestock & 

Technology 2011!
We had 60 cows at the national show in October. 

Seppo Niskanen from Finland was judging.

554 Milllan SRB 222751  
Sire 1081 Orkko 90144 SRB 90144 M Grandsire 2097 Gungvala SRB 92097.

Owner Robert Albertsson Tomten, Synnerby, Skara.

1088 Lady SRB 223510
Sire 1377 Normandi AY 997 M Grandsire 1367 Mischief AY 986

Owner Gunilla & Leif Larsson, Lunden, Brålanda

Nordic Red showmanship
At the national show in October we also had Nordic Red showmanship. This was the 
fourth time we had this completion. We had participators from Denmark, Finland and 
Sweden.
The winner was Kaarina Jyrkinen from Finland. Next Red showmanship will på hold in 
Finland.
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International Youth Tour 2011
We had three participators at the international youth tour to New Zealand in February.
They had very nice and interesting days and met new friends from different countries. 
Great thanks to Pam Allison and Ayrshire New Zealand who did a great work. 

Swedish Red youth club
The goal of the group is to provide engaged young people a forum to meet in and a 
channel to voice their opinions on the Swedish Red breed and its future. We will also be 
responsible for the SRB association's contact with the agricultural schools

The group will organize activities for young people, such as study tours and breeding 
meetings, where it can be given an opportunity to show the (young) farmers who do well 
with Swedish Reed Breed.

 

 
 

 

 

Breeding Programme VikingGenetics:
· Since beginning of 2010 Swedish SRB, Finnish FAY, and 
  Danish RDM have been same
· breeding population and under same breeding scheme. 
  In all these three countries
· the same selection tool, NTM, is used and AI-bulls are bought 
  across these three counties.
· Breeding goal of Viking red is healthy, well-producing problem free cows
  that give the owner the
· best economy. Implementation of genomic selection scheme has started.
  4,400 interesting pregnancies to be screened
  2,000 born bull calves are genomically tested, also most 
  interesting females are tested and flushed
  270 bull calves are bought
  200 are accepted as test sires
  30% of all insemination services
  The best test sires are accepted as GenVikPLUS and used as sire 
  of sons (age over 20 months)

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Lina Ragnarsson             Swedish Red Association

Grand champion

Junior champion


